








5
© P&L Mercier, All rights reserved.

Dress with decorative trim 

20. Sewing of the gathers is now finished. Divide the length of the 
ribbon into four parts and mark with markers.

18. At the seam end, do not sew the lock stitch at the beginning.

19. When removing the final piece from the machine, make sure 
the needle is well raised, and pull the thread to cut at least ten 
centimetres of thread from the seam end.

17. To do this, make a straight stitch with a stitch length of 0.5 cm 
in the middle of the ribbon.

21. Use the same thread to gather on each side (bobbin thread or 
spool thread).

22. Bring the thread over the fabric and pull on the thread to create 
the gathers. 
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... and now you’ve got gathers!

26. Stitch on the seam between the gathers, and spread the 
gathers evenly across the width.

25. Hand sew the ribbon over the hem of the dress 1/2” - 5/8” 
from the edge. Adjust by curling the ribbon to give a floral 
appearance.

23. Lay the ribbon with the gathers over the hem of the dress. Pin 
the two fabrics together by matching the markers on the ribbon 
with those of the dress (sides, centre front and centre back).

24. Thread a needle with a 16 inch long thread and make a knot.
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